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idealists, consisting of the most expert, brave, strong
and warlike from amongst us to support and control their
action. This militia must be capable of being used both
for defensive action and for political purposes, and must
be able at this critical period to put fresh blood and life
into the national forces and lead them to victory.'
The report insists that such a movement should be under
the direction of a special staff formed of political as well as
military elements, and goes on to give technical advice :
i Form squadrons, companies and battalions, or at any
rate their framework, which responsible members of our
class must be made to join.' In this way a progressive
training could be given to the inexperienced.
{ Minor engagements with the object of chastising the
insolence of the more subversive centres will give a fine
schooling to our militia and serve to break up and
demoralize the enemy at the same time. But care must
always be taken to have one or more bases as starting
points and as centres for concentrating our resources.
These bases must be at a reasonable distance from the
place where the blow is to be struck, so that it is possible
to return to them without arousing suspicion and to
reorganize there in the event of a temporary set-back.
This is the procedure to be followed when local punitive
action is undertaken.'
Here is another glimpse of the adversary's forces at a time
when the decline of the socialist movement had begun,
but was not yet evident :
e Discontented and revolutionary-minded people are
not capable of organization. They act in heterogeneous
masses under the impulse of passing emotion. The arms
in their possession are scarce and unevenly distributed.
They have no organized bodies capable of making use
of them. Their equipment is necessarily inadequate,
particularly for prolonged resistance. The political
groups that help to keep up mass excitement possess
clever and courageous men, but these are interspersed
with senseless braggarts, and they all have a very limited